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e On September 20 2017 .

struck the Commonwealt

urricane Maria
n of Puerto Rico.

This enormous, catastrop

nic Category 5 storm

(sustained winds exceeding 156 mph)
generated extensive damages to the local
economy and Infrastructure.






The CFSP estimated that about 33% of
the seafood restaurants remained
closed three months after the
hurricane (December 20, 2017)
because of lack of electricity and
infrastructure damaged.

The commercial fishing activity also
was estimated in 33% around the
Island. It was notef that 50% of
fishing villages were closed.



Six months after the Hurricane
(March 20, 2018) 75% of the
electricity was reestablished around
Puerto Rico’s coastal areas and the
commercial fishing activity increased
approximately to 70%.



Early hurricane damages and
forgone income estimates for the Puerto

Rican fishing industry.

Operation Business type Damages | Forgone fishing Total Immediate
(million S) | revenue (million| economic job losses
S) loss (million
)
06151y dEIE Commercial 54 3.0 8.4 148
fishers

Fishing 6.0 0.8 6.8 18
cooperatives and

seafood

businesses

For-hire 0.6 0.7 1.3 6
operators
Marinas 3.4 0.5 3.9 2

Total 15.4 5.1 20.5 174



Number of

Commercial

Fishers Reporting
Landings to

Year CFSP
2016 1025
2017 964

2018 801



We are doing Fishery Census to the
number of active commercial fishers iIn
Puerto Rico. After approximately 390
Interviews we observed some trends:
Most of them decrease their fishing
effort because they are not totally
recovered from hurricane Maria.



Commercial fishers mentioned that
Queen Conch catch decreased
approximately 60%o after the
hurricane Maria.




Commercial Fishers mentioned that
Spiny  Lobster catch  Increased
approximately 40% in the Puerto Rico’s
east coast after the hurricane.
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